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This proposal was prepared by Dr John Grubb, treasurer. 

Contact details: treasurer@stpeterscogenhoe.org.uk or 01604 890120.  
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1 Summary 
When our bells were turned and re-hung in 2003 the Ellacombe chimes were decommissioned.   

We have a donor who would like to sponsor the reinstatement of the chimes and the PCC are in 

support.  Even before the recent church closure and subsequent restrictions on re-opening we often 

could not raise a band to ring for services.  The chimes would enable us to ring with a single ringer 

which should be possible every week. 

We do not anticipate any modification to the bells or bell frame being needed for the chimes to be 

restored.  We intend to preserve as much as possible of the original mechanism. 

2 PCC Approval 
The unanimous decision to seek approval for this work was taken at the PCC meeting on 13 July 

2020.  This document was approved by the PCC on 17 August 2020. 

3 The Bells 
St Peter’s has a ring of six bells dating from 1909.  They are in a metal bell frame. 

 

Figure 1  View looking down on bell frame 
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Bell Diameter Weight Inscription 

Treble 26” 3cwt 3qr VENITE 

EX DONO. ROLAND DOBREE CAREY, JP 

ET FANTINE UXORIS EIUS 

CAST BY ALFRED BOWELL OF IPSWICH A.D.1909 

 

2 26¾” 4cwt 1qr ORATE 

JOHN PALLISER FREND, M.A., RECTOR 
ISTIUS ECCLESIAE 

CAST BY ALFRED BOWELL OF IPSWICH A.D.1909 

 

3 27½” 4cwt 2qr JAMES COLES SHARMAN AND WILLIAM CLAYSON 

CHURCHWARDENS 

CAST BY ALFRED BOWELL OF IPSWICH A.D.1909 
4 29½” 5cwt 2 qr HENRY BAGLEY MADE MEE 1678 

RECAST BY BOWELL OF IPSWICH 1909 

 

5 32½” 6cwt 3 qr UNKNOWN 14TH CENTURY 

RECAST BY BOWELL OF IPSWICH 1909 
THE PRE-REFORMATION FOUNDERS MARKS WERE 

REPRODUCED IN FACSIMILE 

 

Tenor 37” 8cwt 3qr HENRY BAGLEY, ECTON 1678 

JOHN SIBBLEY AND RICHARD FEASANT 

CHURCHWARDENS 1678 

RECAST BY BOWELL OF IPSWICH 1909 

 

 

The bells were found to be worn where the clappers strike and were re-hung in 2003 by John Taylor 

& Co of Loughborough.  Taylors inspect and maintain the bells and frame regularly: the last 

inspection was done on 15 January 2020. 

4 The Chimes 
The chime frame is on the ground floor of the tower.  The nameplate states ‘A Bowell 1909’ so the 

chimes were presumably installed with the bells.  We want to keep the original frame, which is in 

good condition apart from one pulley which is a little stiff. 

 

 

Figure 2: Name plate on chime frame 
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Figure 3: Chime frame 

 

The chimes were decommissioned when the bells were re-hung because the bell height had changed 

so the hammers would not engage correctly.  The Treble hammer was put back so it could be used 

to ring the Sanctus bell for Eucharist. 

We have the old hammers with their wood blocks for mounting on the bell frame.  It has been 

suggested that we convert them to trigger-type hammers but we would prefer to keep the originals.  

Provided the chimes are used only by those who have been shown how to handle the ropes 

correctly we see no problem with this. 
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Figure 4: Chime hammer 

 

 

Figure 5: Pulleys in clock chamber above chime frame 

All the pulleys in the clock chamber are still in place but some are stiff and in need of attention.  

They can still be rotated by hand.  The pulleys are made of wood and do not appear to have any 

cracks or splits so should be able to be reused. 
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Figure 6: Pulleys 1-6 with ropes before decommissioning 

We have photographs showing the rope arrangement before decommissioning. 

 

Figure 7: Pulleys for 3 and 4 

5 Finance 
We have a donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, who would like to see the chimes reinstated 

and is willing to meet the cost quoted by Whites or Taylors, and therefore there would be no cost to 
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the PCC.  A grant equivalent to the VAT payable is available from the Listed Places of Worship Grant 

Scheme. 

We note that Taylors offer will be rebated by £1904 if we can find two ‘able-bodied’ assistants so 

they only need one bell hanger.  We have one volunteer and hope to find a second. 

6 Email clarification 
The following email is referred to in the Faculty Petition 

From: John Grubb [mailto:john.grubb@stpeterscogenhoe.org.uk] 

Sent: 18 August 2020 15:01 

To: Sally van der Sterren 

Subject: Re: FW: St Peter's Cogenhoe Chimes 

Hi Sally, 

Regarding the chimes, Dorothy Stopps (Tower Captain) is keen that we keep to the original as much 

as possible so we will keep the existing manual and hammers. Dorothy says there is no need to go 

for trigger-action hammers so long as the chimes are rung by competent operators who have been 

shown not to keep the ropes pulled but to release them immediately after the bell is struck. I have 

checked the hardwood pulleys in the clock room and they look to be in good condition with no 

cracks but some are stiff and do not rotate freely.  I hope it is just a matter of cleaning them but if 

any of them cannot be fixed I suppose they would need to be replaced.  Could we include the pulleys 

on that basis just in case? 

The two matters mentioned on the inspection report (cracked stay and worn clapper bushes) we will 

need to do at some stage.  I gather they would be covered by List B (Archdeacon's licence). Taylors 

have commented on the clappers for at least two years but they are still not too bad. 

Hope this clears it up. 

John 

On 17/08/2020 17:35, Sally van der Sterren wrote: 

> PS Are you also looking for a permission for the two matter indicated on page 1 of the letter from 

Taylors and am I correct in thinking you are not wishing to undertake any of the refurb items listed 

for the chimes? 

> Many thanks, 

> Sally 

>  



St Peter’s Church, Cogenhoe 

Proposal for chimes V1.02   Page 8 

7 Appendices 
Inspection Report January 2020 
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Quotation from John Taylor & Co 
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Quotation from Whites of Appleton 

 


